
 

Teaching staff and resources
The teaching staff for the master degree programme is 
composed of academics who have developed research wi-
thin the urban studies fi eld, and of professionals working 
in local government or organizations involved in urban ma-
nagement and in the design of urban strategies and poli-
cies. The programme relies on the educational resources 
of Université Jean Monnet of Saint-Étienne and Sciences 
Po Lyon. It draws on the academic community of the “In-
telligences des Mondes Urbains” (IMU) laboratory of excel-
lence at Université de Lyon.

Programme and organization
The educational programme of the Altervilles master de-
gree programme is a two - year curriculum (M1 + M2). 
The coursework totals some 700 hours over the two years 
and includes both fundamental and vocational training. 
The students will be required to produce regular and 
sustained individual work, as well as to take part acti-
vely in projects necessitating a collective effort. 

Studies are highlighted by: 

w A study trip during the fi rst semester.

w A team-based project (or a research paper completed 
as part of a seminar) during the M1 year.

w An internship or an academic stay abroad, lasting at 
least 5 months, during the fi rst semester of the M2. 

Coursework 
The two-year coursework is multidisciplinary (Political 
Science, Economics, Sociology, Geography, Law and His-
tory) and addresses contemporary urban issues (mobility, 
communities, economic activities, etc.). The workshops 
and seminars strongly involve the students in the ques-
tioning and in the elaboration of urban alternatives. The 
coursework is partly carried out in English.
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Partners
Academic partners 
The Altervilles master’s degree benefits from networks of 
international partners developed by Université Jean Monnet 
and Sciences Po Lyon. It also enjoys the collaboration of pro- 
fessors from the following institutions:

• University of Southern California 
 (Department of Political Science)
• Ohio State University 
• University of Pennsylvania  
• Université du Québec en Outaouais
• Manchester Metropolitan University 
• King’s College London 
• University of Cardiff 
• University of Salford 
• National University of Ireland in Maynooth 
• Politecnico di Torino 
• Università di Torino 
• Politecnico di Milano 
• Università degli Studi del Piemonte Orientale 
• Istituto Univesitario di Architettura di Venezia 
• Bauhaus Universität zu Berlin 
• University of Zurich 
• INSEA Rabat 

Institutional and socio-economic partners 
The Altervilles master degree represents a training policy prio-
rity of the “Intelligences des Mondes Urbains” (IMU) laboratory 
of excellence, thereby benefi tting from the support of the fol-
lowing institutions: 

• The Rhône-Alpes Region 
• Greater Lyon conurbation
• Saint-Étienne Metropolis 
• Agence d’Urbanisme et de Développement du Grand Lyon  
 (Greater Lyon Urban Planning and Development Offi ce) 
• EPURES (Greater Saint-Étienne Urban Planning Offi ce) 
• Etablissement Public d’Aménagement de Saint-Etienne  
 (Saint-Étienne Public Institution of Development) 
• CERTU 
• EGIS 
• Interland 
• Icade

Programme Leader: 
Christelle Morel Journel 
christelle.morel.journel@univ-st-etienne.fr

With the support of:
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Programme Leader: 
Gilles Pinson 
gilles.pinson@sciencespo-lyon.fr

Université de Lyon
Quartier Sergent Blandan
37, rue du Repos
69361 Lyon cedex 07 - FRANCE
+ 33 (0)4 37 37 26 70 
www.universite-lyon.fr



Training context and key issues
Over the past twenty years, with the restructuring of states, 
the construction of the European Union and globalization, 
towns and cities have become major political actors and 
strategic arenas for policymaking and the governance of so-
cieties. In a post-Fordist context, they are critical spaces in 
designing strategies for development, in producing public 
policy and, finally, in societal governance and integration. 

However, it is evident that this new impetus of urban policies 
often takes stereotyped forms centred on issues linked to 
the construction of a service and knowledge-based econo-
my. These policies are systematically based upon developing 
and promoting the same resources and amenities: architec-
tural heritage, flagship development projects, transport 
infrastructure, the environment, the quality of housing and 
public spaces, the presence of the university and cultural 
institutions, etc. These policies are socially selective in nature 
and ignore both “troubled” areas and urban resources. These 
resources are seen as disadvantages which need at best to be 
transformed, at worst to be erased. 

The essential feature of the Altervilles master degree pro-
gramme is to allow students to understand the diversity of 
urban configurations and to train them to mobilize so-called 
“weak” resources that are rarely promoted by mainstream 
urban strategies: the presence of industries, informal eco-
nomic activities, young people, ethnic minorities, seniors, 
etc. The programme also stands out in that it raises student 
awareness regarding particular urban settings (secondary 
metropolises, industrial towns and cities, metropolitan in-
terstices, etc.) that are usually neglected by a scholar atten-
tion focused on global cities, and that yet require additional 
political and technical imagination.

Programme objectives
l Train professionals benefitting from a high level of urban 
knowledge, capable of developing an overall view of urban 
and metropolitan phenomena and issues and then applying it 
to a variety of sectors.

l Provide them with the capacity to imagine alternative de-
velopment strategies for second cities, regional capitals, old 
industrialized towns and cities, and “intermediate” metropo-
litan regions.

l Develop a training programme based on the examination 
of alternatives, by raising student awareness regarding the 
variety of available situations, resources and political and 
technical options.

l Implement a research-based training approach resorting 
to existing academic studies, notably those linked with criti-
cal urban studies.

This programme’s unique approach has been designed in 
close collaboration with numerous actors who are sharing 
the conviction that the experimentation of alternative solu-
tions in cities faced with the scarcity of resources and urban 
capital can lead to a renewal of urban policies and strategies .

Career prospects
The graduates of the Altervilles master degree can pursue a 
career in the following sectors:

w Urban public administration: forecasting, urban planning, 
socio-economic development, urban-service management, 
city marketing, cultural policy-making, sustainable develop-
ment, intercommunal and metropolitan cooperation, and ci-
ties’ international relations.

w Urban production and management companies: urban 
services, property development, engineering, evaluation and 
diagnostics, economic development and consulting.

w Associative structures: participation, decentralized coope-
ration, social and community development, social economy.

The targeted professions are those pertaining to diagnos-
tics, policy design, consulting and urban management: ca-
binet members of elected officials, project leaders, opera-
tions managers, development managers, district managers, 
consultants, local development organizers, etc.  

Entry requirements
Students who may apply to the Altervilles master degree: 

l Students with degrees from a foreign university

• Students holding a degree equivalent to the French Li-
cence (bachelor degree) may apply to the first year of the 
Altervilles master degree.

• Students holding a degree equivalent to the first year 
of the Altervilles master degree may apply to the second 
year. 

l Students holding a Licence (Bachelor degree) 
from a French university in the Social Sciences 

(Political Science, Sociology, Geography/Development, 
Economics, Law, etc.)
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Designing new policies 
for towns, cities  
and metropolises   
The Altervilles master degree is offered by Univer-
sité Jean Monnet Saint-Étienne and by Sciences Po 
Lyon, members of Université de Lyon. It is a master 
degree with both research and vocational training. 
It is intended to train non-specialized, urban-poli-
cy-and-strategy professionals aiming at working in 
urban strategies and policymaking within public, 
private and non profit sectors.
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